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Household waste and recycling in 
Singapore 

In Singapore, general waste is incinerated 
at 4 waste-to-energy plants (details in our 
previous newsletter!) and the resulting ash is 
landfilled. This means that biodegradable 
items, especially disposables, are meaningless 
if you put it in the trash. 

Recyclable waste is collected in trucks 
and transported to Materials Recovery Facilities (MRFs) where the commingled waste is 
sorted into paper, plastic, metal, etc. The sorting is done both manually on a conveyor belt 
and mechanically[1]. The new Integrated Waste Management Facility (IWMF), where inciner-
able waste, food waste and recyclables will all be treated, is expected to come online in 
2022[2] and indicates that it is expected to take in “co-mingled dry recyclables from house-
holds”.  This suggests that all recyclable waste collected by the 4 main Public Waste Collec-
tors (Sembwaste, Veolia, 800Super, Colex) will continue to be mixed when put into waste 
trucks. Most of our recyclable waste gets sent overseas - in 2016 Singapore exported 
almost 75% of its recycled plastic waste to China, Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesia[3].

However, just because you place your recyclables into the bin doesn’t mean that they will 
automatically get recycled.  As pointed out in a recent Channel News Asia article, the recent 
2017 ban by China on all imported plastic and mixed paper waste[4] has meant that many 
exporters of recyclable waste in developed countries are struggling to find new places to 
ship their waste to.  In Singapore, if there is no demand for local recyclable waste, the only 
option seems to be to incinerate it with the rest of our trash. The truth is that whilst recy-
cling is necessary and helps to reduce our waste, it doesn’t take away from the 
fact that all consumption has an impact and not using disposable items will reduce 
your environmental impact far more than putting them into the recycling bin. In short, it is 
even more important to reduce and reuse your waste!

References: [1] https://www.razor.tv/video/how-s-that-plastic-bottle-recycled/4800266888001/4901315064001
[2] https://www.nea.gov.sg/docs/default-source/resource/iwmf-industry-forum.pdf
[3] https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/china-bans-plastic-waste-whats-next-for-recycling-in-singapore-10281026
[4] https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/15/chi-
na-waste-clampdown-could-create-uk-cardboard-recycling-chaos-say-industry-experts            
 Dominic Lim, 09/09/2018
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Repair Kopitiam is a community initiative held on the 
last Sunday of every month at Blk 890D, Tampines 
Ave 1, 524890, and Blk 444 Jurong West Ave 1, 
640444. Bring down your broken electrical appli-
cances, clothes that need mending, or broken house-
hold items to be fixed and reused!

Please visit repairkopitiam.sg and 
facebook.com/repairkopitiam for more information

Repair Kopitiam 
Sunday, 30th Sept 10am - 2pm

Held at the Lasalle College of the Arts on 9 Winstedt 
Road, 227976, 5 mins from the Newton MRT station. 
This is a temporary market where anyone can bring 
items to offer to others or take a look at what is 
available - everything is free!

Please visit https://www.facebook.com/srrfm/ for more 
information on participating or attending this event

Singapore Really Really Free Market
Saturday, 29th Sept 2pm - 6pm
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